
A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t :              

     In May of 2007, the Turimiquire Foundation completed 10 years of service to the low-income rural populations of 
the state of Sucre in Venezuela - 10 years of dedication that we are proud to celebrate in this anniversary annual report!  
 

     We started on our own in family planning, but we now also work in rural education and development, networking 
with a variety of dedicated organizations. We actively partner with three of the principal Ministries of the state govern-
ment of Sucre: the Sucre State Legislature, the Ministry of Public Health, and the Sucre Children’s Foundation. 
           

     In 1997, our family planning program began in Cumanacoa and the outlying rural areas of Montes county (1 - see 
map below). In 1999, we expanded to Cumaná (our home base) and the rural areas of Sucre county (2). With each 
additional year, we have added new rural counties (Municipios): Municipio Ribero (3), Municipio Cruz Salmerón 
Acosta (4), Municipio Bolivar (5), and Municipio Mejia (6). And the demand for these services only brings us more 
invitations from counties further to the east. 

10 YEARS OF GROWTH: A MODEST FOUNDATION WITH A BIG IMPACT! 

 

 

      

     

  Our modest dream was to be a small and effective grassroots Foundation. I never imagined the impact that we are now 
having. And this, our eleventh year, brings new developments and increasing momentum, thanks to all of your support! 

 
 

                                                          
                                                          

Our Home Base 

Our Rural Community Center 

  

Support ing human serv ice and environmental  projects in the Turimiquire watershedSupport ing human serv ice and environmental  projects in the Turimiquire watershed   
of  nor theastern Venezuela,  wi th an emphasis on fami ly  p lanning and educationof northeastern Venezuela,  wi th an emphasis on fami ly  p lanning and education ..   

President 

Our Venezuelan partners in 
health care have been  
instrumental in the growth  
and success of our programs. Thank You! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Turimiquire 
  Foundation 
  

        33 Richdale Avenue    
        Cambridge, MA 02140  
        U.S.A. 
 
 

    Telephone:   
 

        617.721.9445 
 
    Web:  
 

        http://www.turimiquire.org 
 
    E-Mail:  
 

        Steven Bloomstein, President  
         bloomst@gmail.com 
 

         Wil l iam Bloomstein, Secretary 
         wittcreative@comcast.net    

  The Turimiquire Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit     
  organization. All contributions are tax deductible. 
  Please help us to continue our work. Thank you. 

Alternatec Cumaná ▪ Andrew Tobias & Charles Nolan ▪ American Airlines ▪ American Jewish World Service ▪ 
Avesa Caracas ▪  Avior Airlines ▪ Casa México ▪ Charles Merrill and the Merrill Family Charitable Foundation ▪ 
Direct Relief International ▪ Editorial Santillana Caracas ▪ Emily Zofnass Fund of the Boston Foundation ▪ 
Fundación Centro Cultural San Juan ▪ Fundación del Niño ▪ Fundación Tu Biblioteca ▪ FundaSalud Estado/
Municipio Sucre ▪ German Embassy in Caracas ▪ Grupo Medico Sucre Clinic, Cumaná ▪ Harry and Mollie 
Marcus Foundation ▪ Harvard Epworth United Methodist Church ▪ Health Partners International Canada ▪ 

Jewish General Hospital Montreal ▪ John Hopkins University Population Program ▪ Juneau Charter School Alaska ▪ McGill University ▪ Mertz-
Gilmore Foundation ▪ Netherlands Embassy in Caracas ▪ Office of the Governor of Sucre ▪ Organon Venezuela ▪ Plafam Caracas ▪ Prosalud 
Inter-Americana Caracas ▪ Santa Rosa Clinic Cumaná ▪ Schering Venezuela Caracas ▪ Universidad de Oriente ▪ UTOC Clinic Cumaná ▪ 
Venezuelan Ministry of Agriculture ▪ Venezuelan Ministry of Education ▪ William B. O’Connor Fund of the New York Community Trust ▪ All of 
our individual donors ▪ Our volunteer interns from the United States: Amelie Baker, Lindsey Bloom, Linnea Carlson, Brian Delay, Anna Dolan, 
Sarah Doty, Mira Henry, Dan Lesh, Carolyn Little, Marisa Pearson, Naomi Schiller, Jana Sharp, Penelope Spain, Rahdika Thakkar, Christina 
Williams ▪ Our board members ▪ The Venezuelan board members and medical, social services, and educational staff of our sister Foundation, 
Fundación ServYr, and of Casa Comunitaria Brito-Barrancas. 
 

W E  A R E  H O N O R E D  B Y  Y O U R  S U P P O R T  I N  C R E A T I N G  N E W  R E A L I T I E S  W I T H  A N D  F O R  T H E  S T R I V I N G ,  L O W - I N C O M E  P E O P L E  W E  S E R V E .  

T h a n k s  t o  A l l  W h o  H a v e  D r e a m t  W i t h  U s  O v e r  T h e  P a s t  1 0  Y e a r s  

Donations $5000 +        $40,650 62.7 % 

Donations under $5000           $12,350 19.1 % 

Foundations                            $8,000 12.3 % 

Interest Income                        $3,824 5.9 % 

    TOTAL $64,824 100% 

Income in 2007   

Donations in Venezuela to Fundación ServYr  

Family Planning: Donations, Co-pays $4,752 

Education: Grants, Fund Raisers $9,211 

Material and In-Kind Donations $2,708 

TOTAL Received and Used: $16,672 

Expenses in 2007   
Office and Administration $2,437 3.8 % 

Fund Raising $2,094 3.3 % 

    Administration Total            7.1 % 
Field Staff $1,657 2.6 % 

Casa ServYr  $299 0.5 % 

Family Planning Services $38,391 59.8 % 

Reproductive Health Education $3,721 5.8 % 

Rural Education $3,467 5.4 % 

Casa Barrancas Community Center $8,394 13.1 % 

Emergency Family Assistance  $888 1.4 % 

Rural Sustainable Development $2,801 4.4 % 

92.9 % 

    TOTAL $64,149 100 % 

    Programs Total  

F inanc ia l  Repor t  
 Throughout our history,  an average of  95 cents of  every dol lar 
donated has gone direct ly into our programs!  

Reproductive Health  
Education Family Planning Services Tubal Sterilizations 

Workshops Participants 
Number of                  

Women 
Served 

Reproductive 
Health Care 

Consultations 

Monthly Cycles of 
Birth Control Pills 

Distributed 
Non-Hormonal 
Birth Control 

Average Age 
of Client 

Average 
Number of 
Children 

Number of                  
Women 
Served 

Average Age 
of Client 

Average   
Number of       
Children 

1,263 28,986 17,289 65,322 49,717 4,832 23.5 1.9 2,459 28.8 4.0 

Rep ro d uc t i ve  Hea l th  Ac h ie v e me n ts :  1 9 9 7  -  2 0 07                               



“When we are dreaming alone, it is only a dream.  When we are dreaming with others, it is the beginning of reality.”  Dom Helder Camera                     

1997 - 2007: Highlights from 10 Years in the Life of a Foundation 

As our family planning 
program grew, we  
formed a center for 
adolescents, who in 
Venezuela have the 
highest rate of un-
desired pregnancies in 
all of Latin America. 
Here, Dr. Parela shows 
the winning montages 
about responsible 
sexuality created by 
adolescents at the  
center. 

The Foundation sup-
ports social workers, 
nurses, sociologists, 
and doctors who travel 
to urban and rural high 
schools throughout our 
area to deliver repro-
ductive health work-
shops. To date, over 
1,200 workshops have 
been presented to over 
28,000 participants. 
AIDS, HPV and other 
sexually transmitted 
infections, avoiding 
undesired pregnancy, 
and prenatal health care 
are the key subjects. 
Condoms and contra-
ceptives are available 
for the sexually active 
population. 

In 2006 and 2007, we 
teamed up with the state 
government and with a 
national program to 
expand our delivery of  
reproductive and sexual 
health information and 
accessible contracep-
tion to five counties 
across the state. We 
hope to expand this 
important initiative in 
2008 with state support. 

In the early days, we 
tutored local children 
and young adults in 
basic literacy at our 
remote farm. Illiteracy 
was the norm. 

In 2001, with the help of 
the German Embassy in 
Caracas, we founded 
the first kindergarten in 
our rural area, staffed 
by the Education  
Ministry. 

In 2003, with the help of 
the Netherlands Embas-
sy, we refurbished the 
Madre Maria childcare 
center in nearby Agua 
Santa, and offered  
health services. 

Our Centros Escolares 
offer subsidized school 
supplies and uniforms 
at prices affordable to 
these low income rural 
communities. 
Our scholarship pro- 
gram encourages rural  
students to finish high 
school. Many walk  
several hours to the road 
every day, and then wait 
for public transport to  
get to school. 

Family Planning 
Services 

Reproductive Health 
Education 

Rural Education 
Our Urban & Rural   
Community “Casas” 

Sustainable Livelihood & 
Development 

       

In 2004, with the help 
of the Universidad de 
Oriente in Cumaná, we 
inaugurated the first 
school library in our 
rural area, staffed by 
the Education Ministry. 
In 2007, we began sup-
porting sports activities 
for the youth of our rural 
area, bringing in used 
baseball equipment 
from Little League  
donors in the USA. 

Board members stand 
in front of our Casa 
ServYr, the Founda-
tion’s home base in 
Cumaná, purchased in 
2003. We are currently 
remodeling to accom-
modate our first in-
house medical service 
and provide necessary 
office space for our 
growing operation. We 
also offer computer 
Internet classes to low-
income students here. 

In March 2006, we inau-
gurated our Casa Comu-
nitaria Brito-Barrancas 
rural community center, 
the vision of two volun-
teers: Lindsey Bloom  
and Brian Delay. 

In 2005 and in 2006, our 
students presented our 
own scripted play about 
teenage pregnancy titled 
“It Won’t Happen to Me 
(but it did!)”... 

Traditional dance is a 
popular program with 
young people, who come 
from all over to participate. 
Each year we give a per-
formance in Cumaná. 

Here, volunteers Lind-
sey Bloom and Jana 
Sharp conduct a com-
munity meeting with 
parents and students 
at the rural center. 

Volunteer Brian Delay 
conducted instructional 
carpentry workshops 
using local timber taken 
only from naturally fallen 
trees. 

The Foundation 
works with our valley 
community to main-
tain and improve the 
all-important foot and 
pack animal trails  
that offer the only 
human access to this 
rural area. 
Working with the Min- 
istry of Agriculture, we 
conduct vaccination  
campaigns for domestic 
and pack animals against 
paralytic rabies transmit-
ted by vampire bats. 

With the help of the 
German Embassy and 
Alternatec, we installed 
25 solar energy sys-
tems for rural families 
who live far from the 
electric grid. These 
small systems power 
lights, fans, radios and 
TVs where previously 
none existed. 

In one of our favorite 
projects, rural program 
director Bob Albert, 
shown here at our rural 
center with the  
hundreds of meters of 
water tubing required, 
worked in collaboration 
with the local govern-
ment to install gravity-
piped water to over 140 
rural homes. Previously,  
women had to carry 
buckets from the river 
for all of their family 
needs. 

We introduce new and 
promising tropical fruit 
species for local agricul-
ture. Here, Bob shows 
off a South Asian Durian 
fruit freshly harvested at 
our farm. 

Early on, women waited 
in Steven's living room 
to receive our services. 
As demand grew, we 
created partnerships 
with other health care  
providers.  

We began to provide 
services in outlying 
rural areas such as 
this public health 
facility in Nurucual 
(west of Cumaná). 

Every year, we partner 
with the Lion’s Club to 
bring medical services 
to rural communities 
(pictured: Tataracual, 
south of Cumaná). 

We have performed 
over 2,400 tubal sterili-
zations to date, and are 
unable to keep up with 
the demand. In 2005, 
we began using     
modern laparascopic 
technology. 

Mothers in rural areas 
regularly seek pedia-
tric and family medi-
cal assistance from 
our doctors and  
nurses. 

In 2007, we began 
social marketing,  
offering subsidized 
contraceptives to low-
income patients at 
private clinics in small 
towns and rural areas 
in several nearby  
counties. 

With PlaFam and its  
mobile medical unit, 
we offered family plan-
ning services in Caria-
co (east of Cumaná). 

 
“When we are dreaming alone, it is only a dream.  When we are dreaming with others, it is the beginning of reality.”  Dom Helder Camera                
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